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tHE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCAtION IN 
DEVELOPING AN INNOVAtION SPIRIt
Ivanka POPOVIć✳
Academia is traditionally geared toward academic excellence and training 
young minds to accept and develop new ideas. Major scientific breakthroughs 
are usually made at universities. However, the concepts of translating an evolv-
ing idea into a proper innovation and, consequently, a commercial technology 
are not sufficiently passed on to students at the university level. Universities 
need to provide stimulating innovation ecosystems, not only for researchers, 
but also for students. Awareness raising activities, specialized courses and de-
gree programs, dealing with innovation, need to be integrated into the academic 
ecosystem. Universities are expected to provide a system of innovation centers, 
technology incubation centers and science technology parks that provide sup-
port to technology development. thus, a close interaction between established 
researchers and novices can be established, starting from conceptualization 
down to commercialization with emphasis on financial support, especially in 
countries in which the pre-incubation phase of innovation is extremely fragile. 
the University of Belgrade has set up such a support structure. It consists of 
eight innovation centers, the UB Center for technology transfer, the Business-
technology Incubator of technical Faculties and the Belgrade Science tech-
nology Park. the University of Belgrade is also working on setting up various 
partnerships for financing schemes that support innovation. 
the challenges of open science and citizen science and their integration 
into traditional universities will be discussed. In countries in transition, a bal-
ance needs to be found between academic and innovation strategies, as well as 
a pragmatic focus on smart specializations and regional priorities.
✳ University of Belgrade
